FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Living Beneath the Colorado Peaks, The Story of Knapp Ranch: An Inspiring New Coffee Table
Book is a Vision of Architectural Design and Land Stewardship
Follow the journey of Betsy and Bud Knapp, publishing industry experts who set out to build a home in the Colorado Rockies.
Readers, along with the couple, discover that it’s possible to simultaneously pursue the dream of building a beautiful home while
valuing land stewardship, architectural traditions, conservation and sustainable farming practices. Living Beneath the Colorado
Peaks, The Story of Knapp Ranch will be available for purchase beginning Sept. 11, 2018.
Vail Valley, Colo. (July 7, 2018)—Living Beneath the Colorado Peaks, The Story of Knapp Ranch is a coffee table
book published by The Knapp Press and distributed by Gibbs Smith, Publisher set to be released on Sept. 11,
2018. It details the journey of Betsy and Bud Knapp—the powerhouse publishing couple behind Architectural
Digest and Bon Appetit magazines—as they fell in love with a parcel of land high in the Colorado Rocky
Mountains. Guided by concepts of patience, simplicity, quality and responsible use they built not only a
home, but a sustainable working ranch, a model for land management and conservation, a research hub for
horticulture and climate science and a center for educational studies.
“Owning land comes with the responsibility to protect it. It’s our belief that appreciation and accountability
to the environment are obligations to our future,” ranch owner Bud Knapp said.
This is a book that is fundamentally about connecting with a place, be it a suburban setting or a remote
property such as Knapp Ranch. Relatable to everyone, it’s about pursuing a dream shared by many—that of
building a home, a garden and a life that is in harmony with its surroundings. Through stories, renderings,
interviews with experts and breathtaking photography, readers will appreciate the role of careful planning,
attention to detail, taking time to understand the landscape and the importance of having a long-term vision
that benefits the greater community. Ultimately, Living Beneath the Colorado Peaks, The Story of Knapp Ranch is a
heartfelt story about how to build and create an extraordinary place.
“This book should be required reading for anyone considering building a home in a resort community in the
Rocky Mountain West,” Paul Larmer, Executive Director of High Country News, said.
Living Beneath the Colorado Peaks: The Story of Knapp Ranch covers a range of subjects that will be of interest to
readers including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How the architect, landscape architect and interior designer created structures and spaces that are
authentic, timeless and respectful of the surrounding natural environment
Rural lifestyle expectations and water use rights and responsibilities
How 19th century design integrates with a 21st century home
How to be a steward of the land
Successful organic food practices and production at 9,000 feet
Sustainable living, ranching, forestry and farming
The value of open land now and in the future
The importance of having a vision for the generations to come

Author Sarah Chase Shaw is a landscape architect and an Aspen-based freelance writer whose expertise
includes landscape architecture, land planning and design in the American West. She is the author of two
previous books on those subjects. The Knapp Ranch book features the photography of Todd Winslow
Pierce, a Vail-based award-winning landscape and fine art photographer whose images have appeared in
national and regional publications, advertisements and fine art galleries.

Living Beneath the Colorado Peaks: The Story of Knapp Ranch is an 11” x 13” hardcover book with 288 pages and
over 200 photographs, drawings, maps, historical pictures and an index. Retail price, $70. ISBN 978-1-42365096-6. It will be available for sale beginning Sept. 11, at Gibbs Smith, www.KnappRanch.com and at online
sellers, independent bookstores and other quality retail outlets.

###
About Knapp Ranch
Knapp Ranch is situated in the Vail valley of Colorado. Its owners, Betsy and Bud Knapp fell in love with the
property on first sight. As their knowledge of and affection for the land grew, the Knapps expanded their
vision beyond building an informal country retreat for family and friends. Twenty-five years in the making,
Knapp Ranch is now a thriving working farm using sustainable practices; it is an exemplar for land
management and water conservation, an inspiration for architectural design and traditional craftsmanship, a
contributor to climate science studies, a lab for horticultural experimentation, a US Forest Service partner, an
educational center for environmental studies of all kinds and it continues to evolve. Encouraged by friends
and professionals to document their journey and share their knowledge with others, the result is Living Beneath
the Colorado Peaks: The Story of Knapp Ranch.
About Distributor Gibbs Smith, Publisher
Gibbs Smith is a Utah-based publisher, founded in 1969. Its trade and special interest division publishes highend quality products on a variety of subjects including non-fiction, home and design, cooking, regional titles,
as well as distribute for select publishers. Additional information about the book is available at www.Gibbs
Smith.com and www.KnappRanch.com.
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